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Vascular dementia (VaD) is the second most common cause of dementia in the elderly. Neuropsychologically, VaD has been characterized traditionally as having a ''patchy'' pattern of cognitive deficits. Newly developed diagnostic criteria for VaD suggest that this ''patchy'' pattern is associated with one type of VaD-multiple cortical infarctions, and that several additional subtypes of VaD exist, each featuring a characteristic pattern of neuropsychological deficits. Strategic infarct dementias have unique features that reflect the specific brain region affected. Lacunar state and Binswanger's disease produce subcortical dementia with disproportionate executive dysfunction. The profile of neuropsychological disturbances observed in VaD patients provides important insight into the localization and pathophysiology of the underlying cerebrovascular disease. © 1996 Academic Press, Inc.
Vascular dementia (VaD) and Alzheimer's Disease (AD) are the two most common causes of dementia in the elderly (Roman, 1991) . Although AD accounts for approximately 50% of all cases of dementia, VaD has been estimated to account for approximately 15-20% of cases of dementia (Mirsen & Hachinski, 1988) . Relative to vascular dementia, the cognitive changes associated with Alzheimer's disease have been studied extensively, and are better defined, and uniform diagnostic criteria exist. Despite relatively high prevalence, VaD has not been studied as extensively. Epidemio- Copyright © 1996 by Academic Press, Inc. All rights of reproduction in any form reserved.
